Class 8 Directions Hearings - what they do

What will be done at the directions hearing? 

Directions hearings are conducted for the purpose of setting a timetable for the exchange of information and documents leading up to a final hearing of the matter and fixing a final hearing date. If expert witnesses are to be involved, a timetable for conferencing between and reporting by those witnesses will be included. If the parties agree on a single jointly briefed expert witness on a particular issue, a timetable for that process (including reporting by that witness) will also be dealt with in that timetable. 

In simple matters, a final hearing date may also be set at the first directions hearing. However, for more complex matters, a second directions hearing may be necessary after the final date set down in the original timetable. Such a subsequent directions hearing will deal with any remaining matters of a procedural nature and also set a date for a final hearing. 

It is expected that the parties or their legal representatives will discuss an appropriate pre-hearing timetable for consideration by the presiding Commissioner for Mining at the first Class 8 directions hearing in a matter. 
The Court may shorten any agreed timetable in order to ensure that the overriding objectives of the Court “to facilitate the just, quick and cheap resolution of the real issues in the proceedings” (s 56 Civil Procedure Act 2005) are met. 

The Court expects to publish, in the near future, a set of standard directions for Class 8 mining matters. When these have been published, it is expected that the parties or their legal representatives will discuss the matters set out in the standard directions with a view to agreeing on an appropriate timetable to be incorporated at the first directions hearing. 
